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[image: ]Permission and declaration form to use restricted practices for pest control and plant protection 
	Licence details

	Licence number
	[bookmark: Text1]     

	Surname
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	Postcode
	[bookmark: Text3]     

	Date of last inspection
	[bookmark: Text4]     



1. Please indicate if you intend to use the following restricted practices:

	Keep ducks (answer question 4)
	|_|

	Keep any other animal to control slugs and snails (answer question 4)
	[bookmark: Check2]|_|

	Keep cats (answer question 5)
	[bookmark: Check3]|_|

	Keep dogs (answer question 5)
	[bookmark: Check4]|_|

	Keep any other animal for controlling birds or mammals (answer question 4)
	[bookmark: Check5]|_|



2. Please provide details justifying your need to keep ducks (or other animals) to control slugs and snails. Please confirm that there will be no infringement of Stockfree-Organic standard requirement 1.1 – No animals for food production or commercial gain are to be kept on the registered holding. Please confirm that the eggs will not be sold.

	
[bookmark: Text6]     




3. Please provide details justifying your need to keep cats or dogs to control competing animals. Please confirm that there will be no opportunity for the dog or cat to be used for cruel sports like fox hunting, badger baiting and shooting e.g. gun dogs.

	
     







4. Please provide details of the potential risk and extent of damage caused by the competing animals:

	
     




5. What permitted methods of controlling competing animals are you currently employing? Please note that you will be required to show that some of these are in operation or have been implemented at your next inspection:

	|_|
	Hygienic keeping of food stores and packing areas
	[bookmark: Check17]|_|
	Fencing (e.g. rabbit, badger or deer fencing)

	|_|
	Using sealed containers for produce e.g. walk in refrigerator
	[bookmark: Check16]|_|
	Electric fencing

	|_|
	Blocking access points into food storage areas for small rodents etc.
	[bookmark: Check15]|_|
	Netting and wire mesh

	|_|
	Attracting natural predators
	[bookmark: Check14]|_|
	Sonic repellents

	[bookmark: Check6]|_|
	Raptor models and balloons
	[bookmark: Check13]|_|
	Scarecrows

	|_|
	Live trapping with relocation (preferred method)
	|_|
	Dead trapping 



6. Future practices to be implemented that will ensure the reliance on trapping are diminished/eradicated:

	
     




7. Please indicate if you intend to use the following restricted weeding practices (see Guidance Notes below:

	[bookmark: Check19]|_|
	Flame weeding

	[bookmark: Check20]|_|
	Routine use of plastic in non-permitted circumstances:
· The permitted uses of plastic mulches include use for alliums, season extension and perennial crops.



8. Please provide additional details justifying your use of such weeding practice(s):

	
[bookmark: Text7]     




9. Please indicate if you intend to apply the pest & disease control products to either (see Guidance Notes below:

	|_|
	Field scale crops

	|_|
	Protected crops



10. Please give details of the level of pest infestation of the potential risk and extent of damage caused by an impending infestation (if the infestation is pending go to section 11):

	
     




11. What methods of pest and disease control are you currently employing? Please note that you will be required to show that some of these are in operation or have been implemented at your next inspection:

	|_|
	Balanced rotation
	|_|
	Mixed cropping

	|_|
	Dividing up large fields with hedgerows
	|_|
	Undersowing crops with clover

	|_|
	Dividing up large fields with trees
	|_|
	Stagnant water bodies e.g. pond

	|_|
	Permanent predator belts – beetle banks
	|_|
	Compost and compost tea preparations

	|_|
	Permanent predator belts – nettle strips
	|_|
	Resistant varieties

	[bookmark: Check7]|_|
	Permanent predator belts – wildflower strips
	[bookmark: Check12]|_|
	Strategic planting dates

	[bookmark: Check8]|_|
	Annual predator belts – field margins and strips
	[bookmark: Check11]|_|
	Hygienic practices

	[bookmark: Check9]|_|
	Annual predator belts – flowers for pollinators
	[bookmark: Check10]|_|
	Barriers e.g. fleece

	[bookmark: Check18]|_|
	[bookmark: Text10]Other (please provide details…)      



12. Future practices to be implemented that will ensure the reliance on such products are diminished/eradicated:

	
     



	Declaration

	To the best of my knowledge the information that I have supplied on this documentation is correct

	Name:
	[bookmark: Text9]     
	Date:
	[bookmark: Text8]     

	Signature:
	

	I have completed this form electronically and confirm I am in agreement with the declaration above
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|



GUIDANCE NOTES

· The Stockfree-Organic standard have stricter regulations for weeding than the Soil Association standards
· These are based on the concern for indiscriminate nature of flame weeding and the polluting manufacture and end disposal of plastic
· Please note that permission to use these restricted products must be granted on each separate occasion.
· The Stockfree-Organic standard have stricter regulations for pest & disease control than the Soil Association standards
· Using natural pesticides ignores the systems-based approach, where the stockfree-organic grower strives for predator-pest balance. If an organic grower feels the need to regularly use such products, this suggests that there are eco-system deficiencies on the registered holding
· The use of derris, pyrethrum, sulphur, soft soap and insecticidal soap are restricted solely to spot-spraying when the viability of the enterprise is threatened
· Sticky traps, Celtrix (dust for grain stores), Erodicote (starch based pesticide) and copper products (allowed under restriction in the Soil Association standards) are prohibited by the Stockfree-Organic standards
· All biological control agents are restricted to use only when the viability of the enterprise is threatened
· Please note that permission to use these restricted products must be granted on each separate occasion and for each separate product

Propagating materials
· The Stockfree Organic standards have stricter regulations for propagating materials, keeping of animals and trapping, than the Soil Association standards.
· These are based on the concern to reduce usage of coir (removal or organic matter from other countries) and peat (removal of organic matter from environmentally sensitive habitats)
· The use of commercially available propagating composts that contain animal inputs is restricted. This should allow the opportunity for an animal free propagating compost market to establish itself
· Please note that permission to use these restricted products must be granted on each separate occasion

Keeping of animals
· The Stockfree Organic standards do not regulate the keeping of companion animals, rescue animals, animals that assist blind or deaf people or guard animals on the registered holding but require that their manures are not deliberately used as a fertility input into the growing system.
· Ducks have been a popular answer to slugs by commercial organic growers. 
· Many farms keep dogs and/or cats particularly for controlling rodents around the farm buildings. However, cats in particular bring their own problems, since they will also kill song birds, amphibians (frogs, toads, newts and slow worms) and other beneficial animals e.g. butterflies. 
· Dogs and cats also have unpleasant fouling habits that could contaminate crops. 
· Distinguishing between companion dogs and cats and working dogs and cats on registered holdings may be difficult and therefore you are asked to register your animals if they regularly enter cropping areas, packing and food stores (whether or not they have been trained to control competing mammals and birds).

Trapping
· The basic tenet of competing animal and bird control is compassion. Therefore, trapping is to be used as a last resort, where all else has failed, and in most cases, it should not come to this.
· If the viability of the enterprise is threatened or where the Local Health Authority may also intervene to shut down enterprises (e.g. rodent access to food stores) then trapping is allowed under restriction.
· In most circumstances live trapping with relocation is preferred to dead trapping. 
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